INVESTMENT SERVICES CENTER
THE BOARD OF INVESTMENT
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY
555 Vipavadee Rangsit Road, Chatuchuck 10900 Tel. 0 2553- 8111, Fax : 0 2553-8222

Press Release

No. 58/2013 (0.32)
4 April 2013

Thailand Board of Investment and Nikkei Business Publications Organize
Seminar on Future of Japan-Thailand Industry Collaboration

Bangkok, Thailand - March 28, 2013, The Thailand Board of Investment (BOI) in
partnership with Nikkei Business Publications has organized seminar on Thailand’s
upcoming new investment policies and the future of Japan and Thailand industry
collaboration. The event was attended by more than 200 participants from key
executives of Japanese companies among these 80 are flying in from Japan, others are
corporate managers of Thai companies, officials from Thai government, and the press.
The seminar highlighted the new direction of Thailand investment strategy as a mean to
further support and enhances the future development of economic relationship between
Japan and Thailand.

Japan is the largest foreign investor in Thailand and still growing, according to BOI, net
applications for investment by Japanese companies in 2012 is 872 projects with value
worth 12.03 billion baht up from 560 projects in 2011 which valued at 6.4 billion baht.
There are 1,400 Japanese companies and 50,000 Japanese living in Thailand. Most
Japanese investment in Thailand is in the automotives, metal processing, and electrical
appliances and electronics (E&E) industries. Other major areas of investment by
Japanese companies include services, chemicals and petrochemicals. More than 1,000
medium sized Japanese companies are planning to expand their business and invest in
Thailand this year according to Kasikorn Bank.

In Southeast Asia Region, Thailand plays an active role in moving toward ASEAN
economic integration in 2015. Japanese companies view its economic relation with
Thailand as one of the important factors in its effort to foster and strengthening its tie
with ASEAN region. This seminar underlines the new direction of investment in Thailand,
in particular a move into high value-added industry which aim to enhance the
competitiveness and create sustainable growth in Thai economy. This new direction
would bring about closer economic collaboration between Thailand and Japan especially
on human resources and technological development. Discussed in this seminar are the
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key to success of collaboration between Japan and Thailand, the role of local supporting
industries, challenge and solution for doing business in Thailand, Thailand as business
hub in Greater Mekong Sub-Region, and Global Talent Training Program for ASEAN
business.
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